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Youth 
 
Elijah Pyattééééééééééééééééé.Outstanding Martial Artist 
 
Elijah is a senior at Oak Hill High School in Oak Hill, West Virginia. He is the 
2008 West Virginia State Champion, and the 2008 Ohio State Champion.  Elijah 
is the 2008 National Champion at the American Karate JuJitsu Union. He has 
also won the Grand Championship in the 2007 & 2008 United Martial Arts 
Tournament Alliance. Elijah is currently undefeated with a record of 25-0-0 in the 
3 years he has studied. He is also the first Black Belt promoted from Heiandjin-Li 
Karate.  
 
Noah Pyattéééééééééééééé.éééOutstanding Martial Artist 
 
Noah is going into 5th Grade at Collins Middle School in Oak Hill, West Virginia. 
During his 3 years of studying, he won many awards in 2008. He won the Ohio 
State Champion, the 8-9 year old American Karate & JuJitsu Union National 
Champion, the 2nd Place under Black Belt Grand Champion, the 7-11 ñSpring 
Show Downò Grand Champion, and the under Black Belt ñfall Face Offò 
tournament Grand Champion. Noah is the youngest Black Belt promoted from 
Heiandjin-Li Karate. In his 3 years in the martial arts he has a sparring record of 
35-1-0. 
 
Arizona 
 
Robert Corellaéééééééééé.Most Distinguished Master Instructor 
 
Mr. Corella currently holds the rank of 4th Dan in Judo, 2nd Kyu in Kendo, and 3rd 
Dan in Iaido.  Mr. Corella has been to Japan 22 times to train in Judo and Iaido 
and has lived in Japan on several occasions.  He has also taken his students to 
Japan to study in Iaido.  Mr. Corella was the first person to introduce Iaido to the 
state of Arizona in 1985.  There are now dojos across the country. 
 
Larry Vasquezéééééééééééééééééééééééé.Master 
 
Mr. Vasquez currently holds the rank of 6th Dan in Kenpo Karate. He has been 
studying the arts for 39 years. Mr. Vasquez has also studied Kunfu-Honbi, 
Balintawak Escrima, and Boxing. He is a member of the International Kenpo 
Karate Federation. Mr. Vasquez is an active instructor of Valley Kenpo Karate 
Association.   
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Ms. Nguyen has been training in the martial arts for 15 years. She holds a 2nd 
degree Black Belt in White Tiger Kenpo Karate. She is an Associate Instructor in 
Combative Jujitsu under Professor Marty Cale. Ms. Nguyen also holds a 
Bachelors Degree from the University of Arkansas and is a Law Enforcement 
Officer. She also volunteers for the Sexual Assault Rape & Prevention Agency, 
teaching survivors self-defense.  She currently teaches classes for Professor 
Marty Cale in Fayetteville Arkansas.  

Mr. Green holds the rank of a 5th degree Black Belt in Tang Soo Do. He has also 
studied Shaolin Chôuan Fa and Eshabo-Daan. Mr. Green has been training in the 
martial arts for 32 years and currently teaches at United Studios of Self Defense 
in Foster City, California. He received an award in the United States Martial Arts 
Hall of Fame in 2008. 
 

Rikki Lynn GonzaleséééééééééééééééééInstructor 
 
Ms. Gonzales holds the rank of 3rd degree Black Belt in the art of Koden. She 
has also studied Boxing, Muay Thai, Arnis, Kali, and Jeet Kune Do. She is an 
active Instructor with Premier Martial Arts Academy and has trained in the arts for 
17 years. 
 
Sara Gonzales ééééééééééééééééééé.Instructor 
 
Ms. Gonzales holds the rank of 3rd degree Black Belt in the art of Koden. She 
has also studied Boxing, Muay Thai, Arnis, Kali and Jeet Kune Do. She is an 
active Instructor with Premier Martial Arts Academy and has trained in the arts for 
28 years.  
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George Votawééééééééééééééééééééé..éMaster 
 
Mr. Votaw holds the rank of a 7th degree Black Belt in Kenpo and Tae Kwon Do. 
He also has studied Judo, JuJitsu, Go Ju Rye, and Yawara. Mr. Votaw is 
associated with CMAA and WTF. During his 25 years of training he has received 
numerous Grand Champion awards at tournaments. Mr. Votaw is an active 
instructor at Buzôs Kung Fu & Karate School. 
 
Irving HoffmanééééééééééééééééMost Distinguished Master  
 
Mr. Hoffman began his Martial Arts at an early age with his first instructor being 
Chuck Norris. At the age of 12 he began teaching for Mr. Norris. By the age of 17 
he had opened his own studio turning out many young champions and many 
Black Belts. Traveling and competing for more than 20 years, he was ranked in 
the top 10 Black Belt Sparring Divisions. He has trained with the likes of Chuck 
Norris, Mike Stone, Joe Lewis, Bill Wallace, Dan Anderson, Bob Wall, Bruce Lee, 
and Benny The Jet. He has been featured in numerous martial arts magazines 
with a career spanning over 4 decades.  
 
Armando Lagunaééééééééééééééééééééé.Grandmaster 
 
Mr. Laguna has been training in the martial arts for more than 35 years. He holds 
the rank of 9th degree Black Belt Grandmaster level in the art of Kajudkeno. He 
has also studied Lima Lama and Kosho-Ryu. He is a member of the KSDI, and 
the Kosho-Ryu International. He is the owner and chief instructor at Armandoôs 
Kosho-Ryu/Kajukenbo in Chula Vista, California.  
 
Mauricio Lamaééééééééééééééééééé..éééé..Master
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Mr. Gonzales holds a Lakan Dauawa in the Progressive System of Martial Arts. 
During his 41 years of training he has studied Boxing, Muay Thai, JuJitsu, Kali, 
Siuat, Sambo, and JKD. Mr. Gonzales is associated with White Tiger Hop Chi 
Dao Martial Arts. He has received a Modern Arnis Advance Instructors 
Certificate, and is an active instructor at Prewer Martial Arts Academy.  
 
Mario Huipeééééééééééééééééé....Black Belt of the Year 
 
Sensei Mario Huipe began studying Ryo-Bu-Kai-Do under Kiyoshi Yamasaki in 
1989 and then started studying Shotokan Karate in 1990. He holds a Sandan in 
Shotokan and has taken courses with Sensei David Furuya in Aikido. He has 
studied strategic combat methods and is co-founder of the Japan Traditional 
Karate-Do, consisting of numerous dojos in California, Oregon, Peru and Russia. 
He is a certified Referee of the USANKF and Secretary for the SPKA. He is head 
sensei of the Fullerton, California dojo where he has taught without charge for 
low-income families and inner city children for the last 15 years and has trained 
several National and Pan American Champions 
 
Alan Mooreééééééééééééééééé..Martial Artist of the Year 
 
Upon being awarded Shodan and an Instructorôs Certification in 2005, Alan 
Moore began teaching students of all ages to excel in life by excelling in Karate-
Do.  He teaches Shotokan in the Japan Traditional Karate-Do organization, and 
has earned USA-NKF Dan certification as well as a kumite referee license.  
Through the practice of Karate-Do, Alan strives to help people of all backgrounds 
and circumstances including those with special needs. 
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Jose Ponceéééééééé..éééééééééMartial Artist of the Year 
 
Mr. Ponce began training in Shotokan Karate in 1994 under Sensei Mario Huipe 
in the Japan Traditional Karate Do organization.  He soon began competing, 
winning a National Championship along with numerous 1st and 2nd place finishes 
in national and international tournaments.  After earning Shodan and an 
instructorôs certificate in 2000, Mr. Ponce proceeded to pass along The Way of 
Karate and teach others how to apply these skills in their own lives.  One of his 
great blessings is hearing of students who have stopped using drugs, avoided 
gangs, or even had lives saved thanks to what they learned in his classes.   
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Daniel SemeraroééééééééExcellence in Teaching and Leadership 
  
Daniel Semeraro has over 25 years of exp in the martial arts he holds a 4th 
degree B.B in Kashti Ochi Ma Chi Do Jujitsu, 3rd in Chuck Norris's Chun Kuk Do 
and is a member of the United Fighting Arts Federation, 2nd Degree in Filipino 
Kun Tao, and a 1st in Ich No Michi Ryu Jujitsu. He has also studied Jeet Kune 
Do, Wing Chun, Kenpo, Boxing, Tang Soo Do, Wrestling, and Escrima. He is an 
Alternative Weapons Master. He was awarded the United Fighting Arts 
Federation's Professional Martial Arts Certificate. As the New England Kick  
Boxing Association's Middleweight Champion he went undefeated before turning 
to MMA where he holds a 6-0 record. He is the co founder of the No Ka Oi 
System, a blend of the different arts he has studied. He is the owner of The 
Thunder MMA Academy and head coach of Team Thunder. Team Thunder 
competes in MMA and Grappling around the country and has several undefeated 
fighters on the team. He has taught Law enforcement and security personnel for 
various departments and works in Law Enforcement himself. 
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Mr. Enger has been studying martial arts for 40 years and holds an 8th degree 
black belt in the art of Hawaii Kosho Ryu Kenpo Jiu Jitsu.  He also has numerous 


